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* Fieldwork:
The Unintended Consequences of Medicalizing Rape * Baltimore, MD 2002:2006:
— * The clinic
- « Milwaukee, WI 2010-2014:
* The courts

* The focus can shift
from patient care
to evidence
collection:

* Is the evidence the
real patient?




* 2006 Violence Against Women Act compliance rules require access to
medico-legal examination

* Many calls and federal dollars to “end the rape kit backlog”

“of ré;-e kits sit untestéd;
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Studies of the use of
forensic evidence in
prosecution of all violent
crime (including homicide,
robbery, and sexual
assault), indicated that
there is no correlation
between the inclusion of
evidence and trial
outcomes.

* Typical fact patterns of sexual assault:
* Perpetrator and victim know each other; no ID needed
* Delayed disclosure, particularly with children

* The way the “CSI Effect” actually works
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* Even if outcomes have not changed, the
process of the trial itself has changed, with

medico-legal examination introduced at
trial:
* Whose body is interpreted by medical and

nursing experts, and whose body is left
uninterpreted?

* At trial, we treat victimized bodies and
victimizing bodies in different ways.
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